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This reminder from the apostle Paul is so important this time of 

year.  No matter what our circumstances we are told that it is 

God’s will that we should rejoice, pray continually and give 

thanks.  Some are experiencing the joys of an abundant harvest, 

while others are suffering from an economic setback.  Some are 

experiencing the joy of a new life in their home (as we are with a 

new grandson), while others are struggling with the loss of their 

life partner or other loved one.  Some are enjoying the amazing 

colors of the changing seasons, while others are struggling to find 

food and warmth in the midst unusual record cold and snow falls.  

We all have seasons where we may go from one extreme to the 

next, and sometimes it is not even seasons, but we see these 

changes all within a day, but the instruction is clear.  It is God’s 

will that we rejoice at all times, that we continue to be in prayer 

about our circumstances and we give thanks that God is in charge. 

It is not easy to do this especially when the circumstances we are 

facing are unpleasant.  Paul actually had advice on that too.  Two 

verses earlier in v. 14 “And we urge you, brothers, admonish the 

idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with 

them all.”  It is nice to be able to rejoice over a situation, but it is 

much more enjoyable to rejoice with someone.  It is good to be 

praying for our circumstances, but it is encouraging to be praying 

to together with someone.  To give thanks with others is a way to 

experience strength.  So this Thanksgiving, whatever your 

circumstances I challenge you to find someone that you can rejoice 

with, pray with and lift your voices together in thanksgiving. 

Ron Herman, CPFI Executive Director 

November 2019 

A note from the President 

I have had numerous conversations and even 

lessons over the years about giving.  For some, the 

word “giving” sends them running to the doors or 

at least plugging their ears.  Another word that 

elicits a  similar response is the word “missions.”  

I find it interesting that both words provide a 

blessing for not only the recipients but also the 

one doing the act (Philippians 4:17 – “I do not say 

this because I am seeking a gift.  Rather, I seek the 

credit that abounds to your account.” 1 

Thessalonians 2:19-20 – “For who is our hope or 

joy or crown to boast of before our Lord Jesus at 

his coming? Is it not of course you? For you are 

our glory and joy!”).  Thus, I encourage you to be 

generous with your wealth and words – share 

some dollars and the Gospel with others this 

Thanksgiving and Christmas season.  I frequently 

recall a recurring conversation with a good friend 

about giving: “Jeff, people are going to give so 

why not ask them to give to us.  Let’s give them 

the opportunity to be generous.”  Well, here is our 

formal invitation to be generous with your wealth 

and words to CPFI as the Lord leads: 

1. Prayer for CPFI and members 

2. Financially contribute to CPFI by joining The 

1% Group (a special group of members who 

donate 1% of our budget each year) or the 

Power Hour Gift Club (who combine their 

membership with a monthly donation), or by 

donating any amount. Donate now. 

3. Continue to renew your membership  

4. Encourage a fellow student or pharmacist to 

join CPFI 

5. Register for The Annual Conference at 

Bonclarken, North Carolina (June 4-7). 

6. Register yourself and encourage a fellow 

student to register for The Student National 

Retreat (June 3-7). 
 

Praise be to God and thank you for supporting 

THE Christian organization dedicated to assisting 

pharmacists and pharmacy students serve Christ 

and the world through pharmacy. 
 

Dr. Jeffrey T. Copeland, President 

https://cpfi.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/Flyers/cpfi_1_group.pdf
https://cpfi.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/Flyers/cpfi_1_group.pdf
https://cpfi.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/Flyers/cpfi_power_hour.pdf
https://www.cpfi.org/give
https://www.cpfi.org/renew
https://www.cpfi.org/join-now
https://www.cpfi.org/annual-meeting
https://www.cpfi.org/annual-meeting
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CPFI Fall Board Meeting and  
Global Missions Health Conference 

Each November over 2000 medical professionals and 

students come together for an amazing 48 hour celebration 

of what God is doing around the world.  

 

Prior to the start of the conference CPFI had its Fall Board 

of Directors Meeting at Southeast Christian Church in 

Louisville, the host of the GMHC conference. This year at 

the Board meeting we had the opportunity to review reports 

from the standing committees and address any issues 

related to their activities.  Our discussions and actions 

focused on three main areas: 

 Finances – we reviewed our finances for the past year.  

We should be finishing the year in the black because 

our investments have performed well this year.  

However, both membership income and donations, 

which are critical for our financial stability, are down.  

Consequently, we need to focus on both of these for 

this next year. (See the note from the president.) 

 Student Chapters – An issue at a current chapter led 

to discussion about how to resolve this concern and to 

examine our accountability relationships. 

 Annual Meeting – We discussed our plans for the 

upcoming meeting in Flat Rock, NC. (See the save the 

date on this page).  We have a contract for 2021 in 

Myrtle Beach and we talked about possibilities for 

2022, but nothing is finalized yet. 

 

Save the Date! 
 

CPFI 2020 Annual Conference &  
National Student Retreat 

 

Student Retreat: June 3 to 7, 2020 

Annual Conference : June 4 to 7, 2020 

 

 
 

500 Pine Drive 

Flatrock, North Carolina 28731 

View Video 

Theme: ‘Faith Can Move Mountains’ from Mark 

11:23 and Matthew 17:20 
 

Registration opens: January 10, 2020 

Registration closes: May 18, 2020 

Early Bird Registration with drawing closes: 

March 23, 2020 

 

Some of the pharmacists and students that came together Friday evening of the GMHC conference.  

https://video214.com/play/rpxxIp5Xm1gWCWc7dkwXQg/s/dark
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Christian Pharmacists Fellowship 

International  
 

Mailing Address:  

PO Box 1154 

Bristol, TN 37621-1154 
 

Shipping Address:  

504 Old Jonesboro Rd 

Bristol, TN 37620 
 

Email: office@cpfi.org 

Web: www.cpfi.org 

Tel.: (423) 844-1043 

Toll free: 888-253-6885 
 

********** 

A gift for members!  
 

 

 
SIGN UP  

And access to more than 20,000 

video Bible studies, leadership videos, 

conferences and resources on 

parenting, marriage, discipleship,  

and more! 

You can easily login to your free 

RightNow Media account by simply 

texting RIGHTNOW CPFI to 41411  

 

 

 

Leadership, Service, Support! Thank you! 

The 1% Group 2018-2019 Members 

Jeffrey T. Copeland, Founding Member 
Fred M. Eckel 

Daniel C. Spadaro 

Wagdy W. Wahba 

Gregory C. Carlson 

John E. Corkrean 

J. Michael Ross 

Gene I. Erb  

Daniel J. & Charlotte Wilson  

Ronald A. Herman  

Jennifer Sands  

Earle P. Barton 

Ludmilla Malmberg  

Lauren Willis 

Monthly Sustaining Gift  

 Douglas Anderson   

Babajide O. Oguntimein  

Mark Whitehead 

Power Hour Gift Club 

Dawn Battise 

 Anne Clay 

 Jordan Daniel 

Joy Greene 

Gary Lewis 

Gene & Susan Lutz 

 

“For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but 

far more. And they did it of their own free will.” II Corinthians 

8:3(NLT) 

mailto:office@cpfi.org
http://www.cpfi.org/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/account/invite/cpfi
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CPFI Officers & Board of Directors 

 

Executive Director, Ron Herman 
Iowa City, IA  (319) 530-9867 

Ronald-a-herman@uiowa.edu 

 

Administrative Director,  

Nena Lindrose Bristol, TN 

(888) 253-6885 office@cpfi.org 

 

President, Jeff Copeland 
San Antonio, TX (210) 883-1051 

jtcopela@uiwtx.edu 

 

Immediate Past President, Fred 

Eckel 
Chapel Hill, NC (919) 929-1746  

Fredeckel77@gmail.com 

 

Vice-President, Greg Carlson 

 Stuart, VA (276) 692-5670 

gccarlson@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary, Michael Merrick 
Normal, IL  (217) 412-7415  

michael.merrick@alumni.purdue.edu 

 

Treasurer, Daniel Spadaro, 

Little Rock, AR (501) 551-8303 

spadarodw@yahoo.com 

 

Keith Allhands 

Bennington, IN  (859) 630-2295 

kwallahands@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 Jeff Bates 

Yellow Springs, OH (989) 329-

2295 Alchemistb8s@gmail.com 

 

Herb Hames 

Chapin, SC   (803) 781-0885 

Hamesherb@aol.com 

. 

Gene Lutz 

Altoona, IA (515) 771-6626  

lutzrxel@gmail.com 

 

Susan Lutz 

Altoona, IA (515) 771-5897  

lutzrxsl@gmail.com 

 

Lauren Willis, 

Lexington, KY (859) 806-8420  

laurenwillis1986@gmail.com 

 

Student Representative 

Susie Kim   San Antonio, TX 

(318) 936-1652 

sskim@student.uiwtx.edu 

 

Prayer Coordinator, Wagdy 

Wahba, Palm Beach Gardens, 

FL  (561) 252-3376  

Wagdywahba1@gmail.com 

 

Editor,  Mary Ferrill 

Columbia, SC 

maryjferrill@gmail.com 

CPFI is subject to Financial Accountability 

CPFI is a registered 501(c)3 organization.  We depend 

entirely on your tax-deductible gifts and membership 

dues for the financial support of our ministry.  Gifts are 

tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.  

(Consult an accountant regarding tax deduction of 

dues.) We are grateful for our many members who 

make regular contributions beyond their dues to support 

this ministry. 
 

CPFI welcomes articles with a Christian focus.  If you 

are interested in contributing an article for possible 

publication in our journal, Christianity & Pharmacy, 

please submit your manuscript directly to the CPFI 

office or to the editor.  The deadlines for the journal: 

Spring Journal, December 1; Fall Journal, July 1. 

 

Short Term Foreign Mission Opportunities 

CPFI partners with the Christian Medical and Dental 

Association, the Fellowship of Christian Nurses and the 

Fellowship of Christian Physician Assistants to send out short 

term medical teams through Global Health Outreach. The 

primary care teams are usually one or two weeks, and our goal 

is to have two pharmacists on each team. Below is a list of 

upcoming trips. For a complete list of the projects and dates, 

visit the GHO website which can be accessed from the CPFI 

website www.cpfi.org  or the CMDA website www.cmda.org.  

Upcoming GHO Short Term Projects 

Jan 10 – 18, 2020 
North Africa 

May 23 – 31, 2020 
Honduras 

Jan 11 – 19, 2020 
El Salvador 

May 23 – 31, 2020 
Nicaragua 

Jan 11 – 18, 2020 
Nicaragua 

May 29 – Jun 12, 2020 
Lebanon 

Feb 13 – 29, 2020 
Southeast Asia 

Jun 6 – 14, 2020 
El Salvador 

Feb 14 – 22, 2020 
Bolivia 

Jun 12 – 25, 2020 
Zambia 

Feb 15 – 29, 2020 
East Africa 

Jun 20 – 28, 2020 
Dominican Republic 

Feb 15 – 22, 2020 
Nicaragua 

Jun 20 – 28, 2020 
Ecuador 

   Feb 29 – Mar 7, 2020 
Haiti 

Jul 11 – 19, 2020 
Dominican Republic 

Mar 7 – 15, 2020 
Guatemala 

Jul 25 – Aug 2, 2020 
Guatemala 

Mar 7 – 15, 2020 
Nicaragua 

Jul 31 – Aug 11, 2020 
Ghana 

Mar 14 – 22, 2020 
Dominican Republic 

Aug 1 – 9, 2020 
Honduras 

Mar 14 – 22, 2020 
Ecuador 

Aug, 2020 
North Africa 

Mar 19 – 28, 2020 
Eastern Europe 

Oct, 2020 
East Africa 

Mar 21 – 29, 2020 
El Salvador 

Oct, 2020 
Southeast Asia 

Mar 27 – Apr 5, 2020 
Greece 

Oct, 2020 
Middle East 

Mar 28– Apr 7, 2020 
Nicaragua 

   Oct 9 – 18, 2020 
Greece 

The GHO website provides a link for each trip, the name of each 

team leader, and the estimated cost of each trip.  You may apply 

on-line to participate in the trip of your choice or e-mail Keith 

Allhands, kwallhands@gmail.com  the Mission Committee 

Chair for additional information. 

http://cmda.org/missions/page/global-health-outreach/gho-find-a-trip
http://www.cpfi.org/
http://www.cmda.org/
mailto:kwallhands@gmail.com

