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“But even more blessed are all who hear the
word of God and put it into practice”
Luke 11:28 (NLT)

Are You Blessed?

Job was described as the wealthiest man among all the people of the East (Job 1-3 NLT). Like others
before him, his wealth was measured by his many thousand head of livestock, numerous servants and a
large family. His seven sons and three daughters were a personal joy to him. He enjoyed a good life,
and so yes, Job was blessed.

Job loved his God. He was faithful in every way that he thought he could be to God. Job gave all the
credit for his success and possessions to be the result of God’s blessing for his hearing the word of God
and putting it into practice. We are told that God has blessed the work of Job’s hands, and his
possessions have increased in the land. So yes, Job was blessed.

Then, in a blink of an eye, it was gone! Livestock was gone, all his possessions were gone, and his most
beloved children, also gone.

But wait, what? Gone? Everything? How could that be? And the worst was yet to come, boils and
sores, more agony and pain! But how could that be, if Job was a faithful servant who put the word of
God into practice every day? If Job was blessed by God, how could this be happening to him?

Well, we need only to ask Job’s three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, who sat with him for seven
days and seven nights and just listened to him lament. Then they gave him the obvious reason for his
suffering. Maybe he wasn’t so faithful or maybe he committed a terrible sin! Clearly, they tell him that
it must be his fault that he is suffering, because if he had been faithful, then God would have continued
to bless him! Surely that was the answer! “But in all this, Job did not sin by blaming God. (Job 1:22
NLT).”

How many times have we heard people say, “I’m so blessed?” “I’m so blessed because [ got a bonus
at work, I found the perfect car, I just had a great vacation, I’m so healthy, I live in a beautiful home, I
have lots of pets.” So what does it mean to “be blessed by God?” Peaceful existence, financial security,
or maybe just being happy? People frequently believe that being blessed means either having
something, someone, something of measure or something tangible.

God wants to bless us, and He wants us to experience His greatness. When we give our life to God and
we accept Him into our hearts, we grant Him permission to do His will on our lives. When we accept
Jesus as our Lord and Savior, God extends us His grace and mercy. He wants us to have His
“blessings.” “But blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord their hope and
confidence (Jeremiah 17:7 NLT).”

When a disaster occurs, survivors often say, “I’m so blessed I survived this disaster.” Does that mean
those that didn’t survive were not blessed?
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This whole idea of who is blessed and who is not gets very confusing, and the subject has been debated
for centuries, so here are my closing thoughts on the subject:

When people are happy with their circumstances, they feel they are blessed. However, we shouldn’t
confuse being happy with being blessed—just ask Job! Job couldn’t understand his pain and loss of
family and possessions, but he never gave up on the idea that God loved him and he was blessed. |
submit that when we say we “are blessed,” we should be referring to our inner state and our
relationship with Jesus. That is, it is our conviction that we are loved by God, and whatever our
circumstance or situation, we are confident Christ will bring us victory and eternity in his presence.
When we are blessed, we know we are loved and saved by Jesus and can endure any pain or suffering
we are experiencing, just as Job knew during his suffering.

During this past year, the pandemic has brought pain and suffering to people around the world in one
form or another. People universally have lost loved ones, possessions, and wealth. But like Job, if we
have a relationship with Jesus, have faith in Him and accept Him as our Lord and Savior, we “are
blessed.” Amen.

Gene Erb, BS Pharm., MA, Pharm.D., Board Member
Forest, Virginia

Dr. Jeffrey A. Bates confirmed as new Dean for the
Cedarville University School of Pharmacy.
Dr. Bates serves on the CPFI Board of Directors and
he is the chairperson for the Education Affairs Committee.
Congratulations to Dean Bates!

Read Press Release...

Palm Beach Atlantic University is conducting a search
for a Dean for the Lloyd L. Gregory School of Pharmacy.
Click the CPFI Job Board for a description
of this position and the application process.
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2021 CPFI1 ONLINE ANNUAL CONFERENCE
& NATIONAL STUDENT RETREAT

Declaring God’s Glory Through Pharmacy
Psalm 19

NATIONAL STUDENT RETREAT:
June 4, 2021, 8:00 AM ET to Noon ET
ANNUAL CONFERENCE:

June 4, 2021, Noon ET to 9:00 PM ET (with dinner break) &
June 5, 2021, 7:45 AM ET to 5:30 PM ET (with lunch break)

REGISTER NOW

Annual Conference devotions from
Dr. Joy Greene, Dr. Grace Heeralall & Dr. Wagdy Wahba
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Click SPEAKERS to learn morel

FULL
PROGRAM

SPEAKERS

STUDENT
PROGRAM

PROMO
VIDEO

2
D/ GLOBAL MISSIONS
A HEALTH CONFERENMCE
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2021 Global Missions Health Conference
Southeast Christian Church
920 Blankenbaker Parkway
Louisville, KY 40243
November 11" to 13™
Read more and reqgister
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CPFI’s Prayer Ministry
Join us Sunday, June 6 at 5:00 PM ET!

The CPFI Past Presidents Committee was asked to implement a prayer ministry on
behalf of CPFI. In March, we started a weekly Prayer Meeting on Sunday evening at 5
p.m. ET, initially to pray about Covid-19 needs. In August, we began meeting monthly
on the 1st Sunday of the month. If you would like an invitation, e-mail Nena Lindrose
at Office@cpfi.org. She will send a reminder e-mail with instructions on how to join
and some suggested prayer concerns during the week prior to the meeting. We hope
you will join us Sunday, June 6, 2021 for our next session. By signing up you are
only committing to participate when able and praying out loud is voluntary.

Fred Eckel, Past President

RightNow Media is the world's largest library
of biblical on-demand video resources and
CPFI is offering it FREE to members!
If you have not already signed up click here to register
or text RIGHTNOW CPFI to 41411
You must be a member of CPFI to sign up.

Giving Opportunities

1% Group Annual Gift (membership renewal may or may not be included)
1% Group Recurring Monthly Gift (includes membership renewal)
Power Hour Recurring Monthly Gift (includes membership renewal)
Gift (not recurring)

GIVE NOW

Learn more
about The 1%

Group

Learn more
about Power
Hour Gift Club

Support CPFI with your membership!

Join or Renew

CPFI 2020-2021 Leadership Team

Executive Committee
Jeffrey T. Copeland, President
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